
Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Continued on the other side… 

 “Your Life is Hidden with Christ in God” 
 

“For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”  (Colossians 3:1) 

 
Read Colossians 3:1-11 

 
OPENING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Is verse one conditional? 
2. How is the condition met? 
3. Is the truth found in Colossians 3 based on performance or emotion? 
4. How do the two “Therefore” function in verses 1 and 5? 

 
OBSERVATIONS 
 

� This is perhaps one of the most startling, liberating, and ‘take your breath away’ passages 
in the entire New Testament.  Colossians 3:1-4 expands on 1:27, “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.”  It is equally an ongoing thought that began in 2:12-15.  For Paul, who we are in 
Christ and what He is for us, is the essence of the Christian life. 

 
� Notice how action reflects position. The one reflects the other.  The one flows from the 

other.  The one infects and changes the other.  The flow is only one way.  My position 
changes my performance.  My performance cannot change my position.   

 
QUESTIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY 
 

1. What does it mean when it says, “Your life is hidden with Christ in God?” (v.3). 
2. What does it means when it says, “When Christ who is our life appears?” (v.4). 
3. Does this paragraph have any organic relationship with 1:27? 
4. What flows from a life hidden with Christ in God?  
5. “My position changes my performance.  My performance cannot change my position.”  

What are the implications of this statement?  Do you agree or disagree? 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. In all of this, what is the bottom line?  We see it in verse 11, “Christ is all, and in all.”  
Everything we experience is but a shadow of Him.  Everything is by Him, through Him 
and for Him (1:16).  “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (1:17).  
Nothing we know falls outside of this thought.  Even our life and the complexity of it all is 
only a shadow of a larger reality.   

2. The life we live in our flesh is hidden with Christ in God.  Jesus Christ is our life.  I cannot 
explain it.  It is a mystery in many ways, but I can believe it.  I will believe the Scripture 
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even when life crashes all around me.  I will believe God even when despair washes over 
me.   

3. How does this affect the way you understand yourself? 
4. How does this affect the way you understand others and relate to them? 
 


